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Secret Copy ! Of
‘Destroyed’ TV
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By PHILIP PURSER.
Sunday Telegraph Television Critic . o RS
extraordinary interview with young Russian "+ .. :% . 7 i
dissenters filmed by LTV, a year ago and" . ~ . ... -
It js fast

.- since officially destroyed, still exists,

leading to a diplomatic

© .7 ’and television mystery.

Russian officials in Loundon
were outraged when the item
was shown in * This Week "
on November 17 They have
been claiming that the negative
and all prints have been des-
troyed at their demand.

The fact that destruction was
ordered, and omcially took
place, is not denied, The
molives for this have brought.
contradictory statcments and
at least one speculation worthy -

. of a John le Carré spy novel.
- But a clandestine copy of the
flm exists.

The flm was shot by Johni
Morgan and a "“This Week™ team
when in Moscow (o prepare an’
item on university students. They .’
were approached by a. Russian’
journalist and two young writers
who siid they wanted to tell the
West what was wrong with the-
Soviet system,

Protests ignored

The writers brushed aside pro-
testations that they would be
endangering themselves and

“elected to be Interviewed in full

face by a lakeside, 20 miles from
.the city The journalist more
prudently chose to be flmed in
sithouette inside a car. :

The material was smuggled hack
to Britain and assembled. When It

; was shown it aroused enormous
N mtcrcst and transcripts were pub-
. lished in Encounter and the Wash.

angton Post,

The Russians were furlous and

LTV, sport, insists the decision )

‘encouragement to the West, . - o

being planned by Rediffusion, the” .
company then  responsible  for” L
* This Week." ATEARS
Later—accounts vary from next '_ .
morning to six months on—Mr.: » .
John McMillan, Rediffusion’s gen. '
eral manager, ordered the negative .
and all copies to be burned, One. -~
explapation s that he did this at,
the request of other LTV, com- -
panies who feared they would Ret i -
no further co-operation from :
‘Russia, :

Another view

Another view is that Mr. Me-
Millan acted to protect the three'
dissenters: if the fim didn't exist”
it could never be used arainst.
them. Mr. Christopher Rowley. of . .
Rediffusion™s programme board, [
says: “[ remember John saying,
We can't have these three chaps (.
on our conscience.'” .

Mr. McMillan.

now' head ot:

was a purcly administrative one,
No television company  has.
archive space for the hundreds
of programmes it amasses each
year. The greater proportion has--
to be scrapped.

“ There was no pressure from
the Russians, though 1 did
receive some very unapieasant
cables. .

* The Soviet Embassv knew the
proeramme was going out.

The. most bizarre explanation
Is that M.l.6. the counter-, e
esplonage . Intervened, lt, ettt
Is said M.L6 alleged one of the! . =
dl«cntcrs was 8 K.G.B. agent .

“planted ™ to give mlalcadlns

. cancelled other Russian projects
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